
Employer Firm Births and Deaths by Employment Size of Firm, 1989-1999

Size Class as
Beginning year employment size of firm Percent of Total

Period Industry Total <20 <500 500+ <20 <500

Firms 1998-1999 Firm births 579,609        554,288 579,287 322 95.6     99.9     
Firm deaths 544,487        514,293 544,040 447 94.5     99.9     
Net change 35,122          39,995 35,247 -125 -       -       

1997-1998 Firm births 589,982        564,804 589,706 276 95.7     100.0   
Firm deaths 540,601        511,567 540,112 489 94.6     99.9     
Net change 49,381          53,237 49,594 -213 -       -       

1996-1997 Firm births 590,644        564,197 590,335 309 95.5     99.9     
Firm deaths 530,003        500,014 529,481 522 94.3     99.9     
Net change 60,641          64,183 60,854 -213 -       -       

1995-1996 Firm births 597,792        572,442 597,503 289 95.8     100.0   
Firm deaths 512,402        485,509 512,024 378 94.8     99.9     
Net change 85,390          86,933 85,479 -89 -       -       

1994-1995 Firm births 594,369        568,896        594,119        250               95.7     100.0   
Firm deaths 497,246        472,441        496,874        372               95.0     99.9     
Net change 97,123          96,455          97,245          (122)             99.3     -       

1993-1994 Firm births 570,587        546,437        570,337        250               95.8     100.0   
Firm deaths 503,563        476,667        503,125        438               94.7     99.9     
Net change 67,024          69,770          67,212          (188)             -       -       

1992-1993 Firm births 564,504        539,601        564,093        411               95.6     99.9     
Firm deaths 492,651        466,550        492,266        385               94.7     99.9     
Net change 71,853          73,051          71,827          26                 -       100.0   

1991-1992 Firm births 544,596        519,014        544,278        318               95.3     99.9     
Firm deaths 521,606        492,746        521,176        430               94.5     99.9     
Net change 22,990          26,268          23,102          (112)             -       -       

1990-1991 Firm births 541,141        515,870        540,889        252               95.3     100.0   
Firm deaths 546,518        516,964        546,149        369               94.6     99.9     
Net change (5,377)          (1,094)          (5,260)          (117)             -       -       

1989-1990 Firm births 584,892        558,478        584,660        232               95.5     100.0   
Firm deaths 531,400        502,685        530,991        409               94.6     99.9     
Net change 53,492          55,793          53,669          (177)             -       -       

1990-1995 Firm births 1,797,117     1,679,831     1,795,661     1,456            93.5     99.9     
Firm deaths 1,546,705     1,426,040     1,545,007     1,698            92.2     99.9     
Net change 250,412        253,791        250,654        (242)             -       -       

Employment 1998-1999 Firm births 3,247,335     1,763,823 3,011,400 235,935 54.3     92.7     
Firm deaths 3,267,136     1,676,282 3,052,630 214,506 51.3     93.4     
Continuing firms 2,607,539     1,275,717 1,784,257 823,282 48.9     68.4     
Net change 2,587,738     1,363,258 1,743,027 844,711 52.7     67.4     

1997-1998 Firm births 3,205,451     1,812,103 3,002,401 203,050 56.5     93.7     
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Firm deaths 3,233,412     1,661,544 2,991,722 241,690 51.4     92.5     
Continuing firms 2,841,138     1,235,734 1,723,897 1,117,241 43.5     60.7     
Net change 2,813,177     1,386,293 1,734,576 1,078,601 49.3     61.7     

1996-1997 Firm births 3,227,556     1,813,539 3,029,666 197,890 56.2     93.9     
Firm deaths 3,274,604     1,620,797 2,960,814 313,790 49.5     90.4     
Continuing firms 3,151,331     1,364,954 2,285,350 865,981 43.3     72.5     
Net change 3,104,283     1,557,696 2,354,202 750,081 50.2     75.8     

1995-1996 Firm births 3,255,676     1,844,516 3,055,596 200,080 56.7     93.9     
Firm deaths 3,099,589     1,559,598 2,808,493 291,096 50.3     90.6     
Continuing firms 1,711,158     1,150,535 1,212,409 498,749 67.2     70.9     
Net change 1,867,245     1,435,453 1,459,512 407,733 76.9     78.2     

1994-1995 Firm births 3,322,001     1,836,153     3,049,456     272,545        55.3     91.8     
Firm deaths 2,822,627     1,516,552     2,633,587     189,040        53.7     93.3     
Continuing firms 3,092,193     1,358,182     2,197,436     894,757        43.9     71.1     
Net change 3,591,567     1,677,783     2,613,305     978,262        46.7     72.8     

1993-1994 Firm births 3,105,753     1,760,322     2,889,507     216,246        56.7     93.0     
Firm deaths 3,077,307     1,549,072     2,800,933     276,374        50.3     91.0     
Continuing firms 1,916,014     1,100,290     1,504,776     411,238        57.4     78.5     
Net change 1,944,460     1,311,540     1,593,350     351,110        67.5     81.9     

1992-1993 Firm births 3,438,106     1,750,662     3,053,765     384,341        50.9     88.8     
Firm deaths 2,906,260     1,515,896     2,697,656     208,604        52.2     92.8     
Continuing firms 1,416,407     1,241,062     1,431,127     (14,720)        87.6     -       
Net change 1,948,253     1,475,828     1,787,236     161,017        75.8     91.7     

1991-1992 Firm births 3,200,969     1,703,491     2,863,799     337,170        53.2     89.5     
Firm deaths 3,126,463     1,602,579     2,894,127     232,336        51.3     92.6     
Continuing firms 448,605        1,041,557     875,026        (426,421)      -       -       
Net change 523,111        1,142,469     844,698        (321,587)      -       -       

1990-1991 Firm births 3,105,363     1,712,856     2,907,351     198,012        55.2     93.6     
Firm deaths 3,208,099     1,723,159     3,044,470     163,629        53.7     94.9     
Continuing firms (1,058,980)   561,228        (570,399)      (488,581)      -       -       
Net change (1,161,716)   550,925        (707,518)      (454,198)      -       -       

1989-1990 Firm births 3,211,064     1,886,311     3,090,643     120,421        58.7     96.2     
Firm deaths 3,198,829     1,683,174     2,988,436     210,393        52.6     93.4     
Continuing firms 1,830,946     1,313,100     1,300,511     530,435        71.7     71.0     
Net change 1,843,181     1,516,237     1,402,718     440,463        82.3     76.1     

1990-1995 Firm births 13,304,645   6,514,382     12,126,607   1,178,038     49.0     91.1     
Firm deaths 11,808,721   5,611,968     11,113,149   695,572        47.5     94.1     
Continuing firms 5,357,860     2,457,482     4,228,021     1,129,839     45.9     78.9     
Net change 6,853,784     3,359,896     5,241,479     1,612,305     49.0     76.5     

Notes:  1990-1995 represents firm births that survived until 1995, and firm deaths are firms that existed in 1990.
The data represent activity from March of the beginning year to March of the ending year.  Establishments with no employment
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in the first quarter of the beginning year were excluded.  New firm births are classified by their employment size at the first quarter.
Percent of size class is not calculated when size classes change in opposite directions.
New firms represent new original establishments and deaths represent closed original establishments.

Source:  Office of Advocacy, U.S. Small Business Administration, from data provided by the U.S. Bureau of the Census.


